
 

Why Join Band? 
Dear parents/guardians,  
 

Learning a band instrument is a lifelong skill that allows students to express themselves through music. 
Students in band are part of a team and family where no student is simply a “benchwarmer.”  Students will 
immediately be surrounded by new friends and a family, making the transition into junior high EASY!  Studies 
show that students who are involved in music also do well academically, but most important of all, being in band 
is pure fun!  
 
        The NCJH Band Program has always had the highest standards for student musicianship, and we would 
LOVE to invite your child to be a part of it. Here are a few things to consider: 
 

• No experience is necessary. 
Most students who join band at North Corbin have no previous experience with music.  We learn every 
detail from the start together.  
 

• Instruments are easy to find.  
There are many music stores in our area, and all of them offer great rental programs with very low 
monthly costs.  All stores also have used instruments at extremely affordable prices.  If finding an 
instrument is the only thing holding you and your child back, please contact me.  I will do everything I can 
to help! 
 

• Band is the largest organization on our campus. 
Your child will automatically gain over 100 new friends after joining our band!  The band is the largest 
organization at NCJH, with approximately150 students currently involved.  Many of our band students are 
the leaders in academic achievement, school spirit, and our house system. 
 

• Band does not interfere with sports. 
Our band is made up of football players, basketball players, track members, cheerleaders, and many 
more!  I will always work with you, your child, and their coaches to accommodate any sport they 
participate in.   
 

• Music will change your child’s life!  
Music is the MOST incredible gift you could ever give your child.  Being involved with music teaches hard 
work, self-discipline, persistence, determination, creativity, social skills, and the list could go on!  
 

  Please discuss the idea of band with your child and if they wish, allow them the opportunity to experience 
music.  It’s really simple to join—just choose “band” on the elective form.  Once your child has chosen band, 
please DO NOT go buy or rent an instrument!  I will provide very detailed information at the beginning of next 
school year on obtaining an instrument.   
 

Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions or concerns.  I am so excited for your child to 
have the opportunity to learn music through the NCJH Band Program!   

 
Sincerely,  

                        Ms. Tara Hymel, Band Director   
tara.hymel@lpsb.org    

 



Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Is there a fee for band? 
Yes.  There is a $42 beginning band fee, which covers the cost of student’s method book, other music given 
throughout the year, and online resources used regularly in class. 
 
How do I get an instrument for my child? 
There are several local music stores that offer rental programs for approximately $25-$35 a month.  You may also 
buy new or used instruments.  Please DO NOT buy or rent an instrument now!  I provide detailed information on 
obtaining an instrument at the beginning of the year with specific name brands to rent/buy, as well as those to 
avoid. 
 
Do I need to rent/buy an instrument now? 
No!  During the first few days of school, we will test your child on all of the instruments to determine what is the 
best fit for them.  A few days later, there will be a parent night covering how to obtain an instrument for your 
child, as well as provide you the opportunity to sign-up for a rental through Music and Arts.  All of this will 
conveniently take place at NCJH.  
 
What instruments are available for students to learn in beginning band? 
Flute, Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, and Percussion 
 
Are students able to learn guitar, violin, or piano? 
Unfortunately, those instruments are not offered at this time. 
 
What is the time commitment for band? 
Students have ‘homework’, which is really to practice their instrument for 120 minutes a week.  This can be 
broken up any way over the course of the week, but I highly recommend 20 minutes for 6 nights a week. 
 
Are there any after school events for band? 
Beginning band students have very few after school commitments.  There are usually one, sometimes two, after 
school rehearsals right before our concerts, and they end approximately 4:15.  
 
Do we play any concerts? 
Yes.  We have a Christmas Concert in December and a Spring Concert in May.  Both take place at Walker High 
School. 
 
Do beginning band students play at football games or march in parades? 
No.  Students are just learning how to read music and make sounds on their instruments.  Students in their second 
and third year of band play at football games.   
 
What if my child really wants to be in band, but the band fee and/or providing an instrument is tough for us 
financially? 
Please contact me ASAP, so we can work together to provide the necessary materials for your child to participate 
in band.  We will figure out a way for your child to participate in band! 
 
 


